
 
 
 

MANATEE COUNTY  
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

 

Minutes – August 17, 2015 
 
Members who were Present:  Chairman Vanessa Baugh, Vice-Chairman David Teitelbaum, Vernon DeSear, Jean 
Peelen, Ed Chiles, Jack Rynerson, Mayor Wayne Poston, Dale Sconyers, Scott Busby 
 
Members of Press were also in attendance. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 9:03AM at Holmes Beach City Hall, 5801 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, FL  34217 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Invocation by Vanessa Baugh, TDC Chairman 

 

Introduction of New TDC Member 

Elliott Falcione, CVB Director, introduced Scott Busby of Charter One Hotels.  Busby gave brief bio.  

Members welcomed Busby to the TDC. 

 

Minutes 

A motion was made by David Teitelbaum, seconded by Vernon DeSear, to approve the June 8, 2015 
TDC Minutes.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 

Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 

 

SRQ Update 

Mark Stuckey, SRQ, gave update on SRQ’s recent renovations, traffic numbers, airline services/flights, 

and thanked the CVBs of Bradenton & Sarasota for their support in obtaining West Jet flights into SRQ.   

 

Discussion took place re:  how SRQ chooses which flights they want at SRQ; the importance of getting 

“hub city” flights; trying to get Pittsburgh flight; airline pilots only welcoming people to “Sarasota” when 

landing, should be saying “Welcome to Sarasota Bradenton”. 
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State of Tourism Update 

Dr. Walter Klages, Data Research Services, reviewed May & June, 2015 visitor profile studies, the current 

economic impact, the economic forecast, national economy, and long term forecast of tourism growth. 

 

Discussion took place re:  why the Resort Tax Collection report doesn’t name Lakewood Ranch as a 

municipality instead of it being included as a part of unincorporated Manatee County.  

 
Request for TDC Funding – RibFest Sponsorship 

Elliott Falcione, CVB Director, requested TDC recommendation for expenditures up to $10,000 to help 

sponsor the 2015 Gulf Coast Rhythm & Ribs Music Fest (RibFest) to be held October 9 – 11, 2015 at 

McKechnie Field.  In the past, RibFest was held at the Manatee County Fairgrounds; however, this year 

RibFest will be held at McKechnie Field, with most events taking place in the parking lot adjacent to 

McKechnie.  All sponsorship dollars will be on a reimbursable basis. 

 

A motion was made by David Teitelbaum, seconded by Jack Rynerson, to recommend to the County 

Commissioners approval of up to $10,000 in reimbursements to the 2015 Gulf Coast Rhythm & Ribs 

Music Fest (RibFest); up to $8,500 for marketing the RibFest outside Manatee County and up to $1,500 

for 3rd party research firm to conduct an economic impact study on the event.  

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Marketing Update 

Elliott Falcione, CVB Director, gave marketing update including:  CVB’s current advertising focus; the 

2015 Harvest & Harmony event; Focus Groups held recently; the importance of local businesses building 

a relationship with Trip Advisor; converting our visitors into business owners/residents; Google 

analytics; upcoming Industry Meeting. 

 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

New/Old Business 

1.  Elliott Falcione: 

 Rex Jensen, Schroeder Manatee Ranch, graciously offered the CVB some temporary office space 

at SMR offices in case of adverse/weather situation; 

 Bradenton Beach Pier project came in $300,000 under budget; Mayor Jack Clarke thanked TDC 

for sponsoring the Pier project and briefed members on the various proposed projects the City 

of Bradenton Beach is currently working on; 
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 Thanked all the Island Mayors for their help and collaboration in the various efforts on the 

island.  Falcione and County Administrator Ed Hunzeker visit the Island Mayors quarterly; 

 Recently spent time with Karen Bell and Kaye Bell in the Village of Cortez to discuss some 

initiatives the TDC has sponsored; 

 Continues to work with the arts organizations to eventually develop an overarching arts 

organization for the County; 

 CVB and Bradenton Herald are following up on a suggestion by Dick O’Dowd to have a 

“Hospitality” section added to the Help Wanted jobs section.  This suggestion will be 

implemented soon; 

 On August 18, the County Commissioners will approve the CVB’s 2016/2017 budget that the 

TDC recommended to them in June, 2015. 

 

2.   Jean Peelen:  thanked Elliott for working to get people to visit here then eventually move here, this 

fits in with the recent Urban Study that was done on the island. 

 

3. Dale Sconyers:  the double diamond exchange roadwork has begun at University Parkway. 

 

4. Chairman Vanessa Baugh:  thanked the island officials for attending the TDC meetings; is looking 

forward to working with the cities in unity; is excited about the future of our island moving in the 

right direction. 

 

 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 10:10am. 

 
Approved in Open Session: October 19, 2015 


